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IOA SUMMIT UPDATE 
 

Have you booked your place for the International Opticians Association Summit yet? The event which takes place in Bangkok 

in June 2020 is shaping up to be the biggest and best event from the IOA yet. With a sparkling roster of speakers and more 

delegates than ever before, you could join opticians from around the globe for a week of education and debate about current 

and future issues in optics.  

Fiona Anderson is President of the IOA and she says, “We are thrilled to see just how many people have booked onto the 

summit, and look forward to welcoming those who are regulars as well as all those booking for the first time. If you are thinking 

about joining us, do act to book your place soon as places are going fast. There is still the option to pay in three easy instalments 

to secure your place. Don’t miss out!” 

Since the last programme update, it has been announced that Alireza Parandian will be joining the IOA summit as a speaker. 

Alireza Parandian leads the global business strategy for additive-manufactured wearables at Materialise.  

Opticians Association of Canada Executive Director Robert Dalton CAE LO has announced the title for his talk: ‘I see you: Why 

See me?’ In a time when opticians are under increasing scrutiny in these days of fast and free information sharing, they need 

to maintain the trust of the public and confidence in their own skills. Robert says, "I will be speaking on the concept of 

Professional Judgement. It will be a positive and upbeat presentation aimed at giving Opticians the self-awareness tools and 

confidence to tackle their own professional identity issues going forward in the years ahead." 

Undecided about attending? Clive Marchant, President of the Association of British Dispensing Opticians shares his experiences 

of his first IOA Summit here: “We are excited to be attending the 2020 IOA Summit in Bangkok. We attended our first summit 

two years ago in the UK and were overwhelmed by the warm welcome we received from the many delegates from across the 

globe. It will be good to re unite with friends and colleagues and meet many more opticians from many countries to exchange 

views and understand how the world of optics varies across the world but with one common goal, to provide our patients with 

the best visual solutions. “ 

Clive continues, “The Bangkok agenda has something for all: education, factory tour, a day at the SILMO trade fair, social 

events, tours and the final evening gala dinner will be at The Banyan Tree Vertigo open air roof top restaurant. We have been 

fortunate to visit Vertigo and can honestly say it’s breath-taking, 61 floors up and open air giving a amazing panoramic view of 

Bangkok twinkling below. Combined with the rest of the Summit this is an experience not to be missed.” 

View the updated education programme here… more speakers to be announced next month. 

Along with this packed education programme, the week also includes an exciting programme of social activities and visits to 

key sights in Bangkok.  

It costs $1900 to attend the IOA Summit 2020 (for bookings made between now and 31 March 2020) with discounts for two 

sharing a room and payment plans available. Places are filling up rapidly: find out more and book your place: 

[www.ioassn.org/the-33rd-biennial-ioa-summit/] 
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